CLEMENCEAU

realisation of Socialist ideals in a practical shape. Such
strikes as that at Courrieres, followed by the military inter-
vention of the State, at M. Clemenceau's direction, and
repression of the strikers, displayed the injustice of the existing
system and proclaimed the necessity for acceptirg the higher
view of social duty by which all would benefit and none would
suffer. .'

The speech thus briefly summarised was delivered at two
sittings of the Chamber, and was listened to with profound
attention by those present, the great majority of whom were
directly opposed to Socialist views. No higher tribute could
have been paid.

Clemenceau rose to reply to the Socialist leader a few days
later. Twenty years had passed over his head since I last
described his personal appearance, his vigorous individuality
and his incisive, clear-cut, witty conversation and oratory.
Time had affected him little. He was still the same energetic
and determined but ordinarily cool political fighter that he
had shown himself in the eighties of the last century. His
head was now bald, and his moustache grey, but his eyes looked
out from under the heavy white eyebrows with all the old fire,
and the alertness of his frame was apparent in his every move-
ment. Though many years older than his Socialist challenger,
there was nothing to choose between them in regard to physical
and mental vigour. Jaures had been eloquent and persuasive;
he brought in the ideals and the strategy of the future to
illuminate the sad truths of the present. He relied upon the
history of the past and the hopes of humanity ahead to consti-
tute a policy of preparation for coming generations of French-
men, while applying the principles he advocated, as far as
possible, to the events of the day. Clemenceau confined his
answer, which also extended ove^two sittings of the Chamber,
to the matters immediately in hand and the criticisms on his
method of dealing with them. This sense of practicality, not
devoid ?pf sympathy with the disinherited classes of our day,
gave the Minist^Tof the Interior a great advantage and pre-
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